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National Association of Japanese Canadians

2016 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING AND NATIONAL CONFERENCE 

September 8-11, 2016

Commemoration Banquet September 10, 2016
Sheraton Suites Calgary Eau Claire, Calgary, Alberta

Overview

The Calgary Japanese Community Association and the CJCA Community and Seniors Foundation proudly host the next Annual General Meeting of the National Association of Japanese Canadians (NAJC).  Returning for the first time since 2007, Calgary plans to add some significant changes to the usual AGM routine, and member organizations, individuals, committee members and interested observers will definitely want mark September 8-11, 2016 on their calendars.  

For those that are interested in sightseeing, delegates could arrive on September 8, 2016 and we would be willing to arrange for tours to the mountains or around Calgary.  This will be an optional excursion, and delegates would be required to cover the cost of the tour, hotel and expenses for that day. 

For those not coming in early for the optional tours, we hope that all remaining delegates will be able to arrive by noon on Friday, September 9, 2016.  Shuttles will depart the hotel starting at 11 AM that day, transporting people to see the Japanese Canadian World War I volunteers exhibit at the Military Museum, and then on to the Calgary Japanese cultural centre for the NAJC AGM.  The AGM will start at 2 PM on that day.   A reception will follow after the conclusion of the AGM.

Saturday, September 10, 2016 will feature a one-day National Conference with three streams of sessions:  Heritage, Human Rights and Business Networking.  The day will be capped by a Banquet commemorating the 100th anniversary of Japanese Canadian volunteers in World War I.  In addition, a community trade show and vendor marketplace will be running all day, accessible during breaks/lunch hour and throughout the banquet.

Sunday, September 11, 2016 will conclude with a half-day future directions/strategy session for NAJC delegates, which will wrap up by noon.  The JCYLC will host their own sessions during this day and participate in the conference on Saturday.

Costs

The following registration fees are to be charged to delegates planning to attend the National Conference and NAJC meetings:

· NAJC Meeting, National Conference and Commemoration Banquet
$200

· NAJC Meeting and National Conference Only



$140

· NAJC National Conference Only





$100

· Commemoration Banquet Only





$100

Conference payment can be mailed to the NAJC office, or payment can be made on-line on the NAJC https://najc.ca/2016-najc-annual-general-meeting-and-national-conference/
Separate fees will be charged to those wishing to join the optional tours.  Those charges can be collected upon your arrival in Calgary.

For the hotel, a website has been set up to allow for self booking of hotel rooms.  A special room rate of $129 per night for single/double/triple/quad occupancy has been negotiated.  This rate will be available from Thursday, September 8 to Sunday, September 11.  As a suite hotel, all rooms will have at minimum 1 queen or 2 double beds, and a sofabed in a separate room.  With taxes, the final charge should be $145 per night per room.  Hotel rooms should be booked by the delegates themselves at the following link:

Copy and paste the link below into your browser window

https://www.starwoodmeeting.com/events/start.action?id=1605262783&key=253E7AC4
Saturday, September 10, 2016 – NAJC/CJCA/CJCA Seniors and Community Foundation National Conference

The Saturday Conference will be open to anyone that is willing to register and we will target members of Japanese community organizations in Alberta, as well as Calgary-based ethnocultural organizations.  Member organizations and individuals are also invited to send additional delegates to this event.

We will have three, short 1 hour information sessions during the morning, with sessions running concurrently so that delegates can pick and choose two of the three sessions they wish to attend.  In the afternoon, delegates will have a choice of attending a longer, 3 hour workshop session from one of the three streams.  The streams of programming that are planned for the conference include:

Honoring our Ancestry and Heritage
Due to the explosion in interest in exploring one’s own genealogy (ancestry), Linda Kawamoto Reid of the Nikkei National Museum and Cultural Centre will put on an introductory seminar on the subject, to provide some tips on how individuals and families can research their own histories.  Resources that are of specific interest to Japanese Canadians will be identified, and recommendations on how to best preserve photographs and documents will be offered.  Suggestions on how to research and preserve family histories, in both Canada and Japan will be offered.

During the afternoon, a comprehensive workshop on digital storytelling will be held, featuring David Tanaka and Lillian Nakamura Maguire.  

Human Rights – Have We Learned from our History?

In 1988 the Government of Canada acknowledged and issued a formal apology for wrongs committed to Japanese Canadians during World War II.  At the time, the Government pledged to ensure that the events would never recur.

Recent events and incidents around the world coupled with the political rhetoric in North America have heightened the debate around human rights, leading to the question:  Have we made any progress over the past 50 plus years?  

Closer to home, there are still numerous challenges facing us as we strive to achieve a diverse and inclusive society.  Have we been able to recognize these challenges, and strive to promote changes that will help overcome these challenges?

Join us for some thought-provoking dialogue on Human Rights, viewed from a context of 2016.  

Japanese/Asian Business Network Reinvented

Individuals and business organizations have long been recognized as key supporters that help ensure the success of our community-based organizations.  At the same time, very successful partnerships can be built between individuals, businesses and community organizations to the mutual benefit of all involved.  The synergy generated between these three groups can yield powerful results and great achievements.

During the one hour seminar entitled “Building Commitment to Achieve High Performance”, executive coach and trainer Garry Watanabe will outline a framework for creating environments that build commitment in others. This session will have an interactive component so participants should come prepared to talk about some of the challenges they face when coaching the people they lead.
In the afternoon, we will have a distinguished panel of speakers talking about the challenges and lessons learned during their successful careers.  The speakers scheduled to speak include:

· Howie Shikaze, Chair of the Calgary Police Commission and partner with MNP Chartered Accountants.  Past President of the Institute of Chartered Accountants of Calgary
· Yoko Azumaya – Partner, Barr Picard Knisely (Edmonton), board member of the Edmonton Japanese Community Association
· Peter Kinjo – Owner, Kinjo’s Restaurants (four locations in Calgary) and longtime supporter of the Calgary Japanese community

· Lourdes Juan – Community leader and founder of two successful businesses, one not-for-profit organization and recognized as one of Calgary’s Top 40 under 40
Banquet Commemorating the 100th Anniversary of Japanese Canadian Volunteers in World War I

2016 is the 100th Anniversary of Japanese Canadian soldiers enlisting to fight in World War I.   In commemoration of this significant anniversary, a banquet will be held, with displays and presentations by David Mitsui and Tim Tamashiro, descendants of a couple of these soldiers.  We also welcome special guest Kaye Kishibe, author of “Battlefield at last : the Japanese Canadian volunteers of the First World War, 1914-1918”, who will be on hand to sell his publication and talk about the volunteers.  Help us honor the families that sacrificed so much so that we can enjoy the freedoms that we have today.  The banquet will be held on Saturday, September 10, 2016 and a fundraising silent auction will be held at the event.

Community Trade Show and Marketplace

A community trade show and vendor marketplace is also being planned in conjunction with the Conference and Banquet.  We will attract a wide range of community organizations and businesses to the marketplace to disseminate information about their organization and sell their wares.

Japanese Canadian Young Leaders Conference

We are proud to announce that the Japanese Canadian Young Leaders (JCYLC) will host their 2016 conference in conjunction with this National Conference.  The Japanese Canadians Young Leaders Conference (JCYLC) is a space for Japanese Canadian young people to remember the past, recognize the present, and re-imagine the future of the JC community! By prioritizing dialogue and empowering young people through workshops, heritage tours, panels, and intergenerational discussions, the JCYLC offers a unique opportunity for young Japanese Canadians to develop, inspire, and lead Nikkei communities across the country.  The Calgary conference will be the third in a series of annual events organized by the JCYLC.

For Further Information:

We expect to release detailed information about all of the above including registration forms on the NAJC website www.najc.ca and the CJCA website www.calgaryjca.com.  Please contact Kevin Okabe at Kevin.okabe@americas.msh-intl.com if you have any questions or comments.

180 McPhillips Street, Winnipeg, MB  Canada R3E 2J9  Ph: 204-943-2910  Email: national@najc.ca
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